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A. PURPOSE 

This policy governs the establishment and administration of all student awards funded 
from donor funding, internal allocations of AUArts Board of Governors funds, and 
operating funds. This policy ensures compliance with legislation, transparency of 
process, privacy of information, and avoidance of any conflict of interest. 

 
B. SCOPE 

 
This Policy applies to all student awards established and administered by AUArts for 
undergraduate and graduate students. It does not apply to externally administered 
awards or instances where AUArts assists in administrating external awards. 

 
C. POLICY STATEMENT 

 
Student awards support the strategic and academic plans for the University, including 
the recruitment and retention of qualified students across post-secondary programs, the 
celebration of academic and creative excellence, and reducing financial barriers to 
education.  

 
D. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1. University Relations is responsible for the establishment and ongoing stewardship of 

donor-funded awards. 
2. The Dean of Students is responsible for the establishment and maintenance of 

institutionally funded awards from operating funds. 
3. The Office of the Registrar is responsible for the administration of student awards, 

including promotion, selection and disbursement. 
4. Students are responsible for understanding the eligibility/criteria of their award(s), 

participation in other awards and funding sources, and other matters including impacts of 
change in student status. 
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E. DEFINITIONS 

 
 Types of Awards  
 

Achievement Awards: Merit-based awards for students in Good Academic Standing. 
Award: A blanket term covering Scholarships, Achievement Awards, 

Bursaries, and Prizes. 
 

Bursary: A monetary award given to students in Good Academic Standing 
based on demonstrated financial need. 
 

Prize: A non-monetary award based on academic excellence or on 
proficiency in a specific area of study or competition. Prizes may 
take the form of supplies or services. 
 

Scholarship: Merit-based awards for students who have demonstrated academic 
excellence and have a minimum GPA of 3.0.  
 

Award Categories 
 
Annual General Awards: Awards that become available for application or nomination at the 

end of each Winter semester; intended to be applied towards the 
recipient’s tuition and fees. 
 

Entrance Awards: Awards that are available for new applicants which are awarded 
following the priority application period; intended to be applied 
towards the recipient’s tuition and fees. 
 

Off-Cycle/Ad Hoc 
Awards: 

Awards that do not fit into the application periods above for reasons 
usually related to University operations and become available for 
nomination or applications throughout the academic year. 
 

Travel & Experience 
Awards: 

Awards for students who participate in learning opportunities that 
involve travel outside of the city of Calgary to participate in 
experiences that enhance the student’s education. 
 

Other 
 
Gift Agreement: States fund purpose and intent, how the funds are to be used, 

payment plan, reporting, administrative policies and termination. 
 

Terms of Reference: The formal description of an award, including background, donor 
intention, student eligibility requirements and disbursement 
amounts. 

 
F. RELATED POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

• Acceptance of Philanthropy Policy 
• Information Access, Privacy and Security Policy 
• Registration Policy 
• Student Conduct Policy 

 

https://www.auarts.ca/sites/default/files/2021-11/20201028_Code_of_Conduct_Policy_0.pdf
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G. RELATED LEGISLATION 
• Alberta Human Rights Act 
• Alberta Access to Information Act 
• Alberta Protection of Privacy Act 
• Post-secondary Learning Act 

 
H. RELATED DOCUMENTS  

 
• Endowment Management Procedure 
• Graduate Studies Registration Procedure, Undergraduate Registration Procedure 
• Student Awards Procedure 

 
REVISION HISTORY 

 

“DRAFT” Date 
(mm/dd/yyyy) 

Description of 
Change 

 
Sections 

Person who 
Entered Revision 
(Position Title) 

Person who Authorized 
Revision 
(Position Title) 

10/19/2022 New Policy All Registrar Registrar 

04/27/2026 Minor changes in 
practice in this 
area and also to 
ensure that the 
documents better 
conform to the 
format of other 
student policies 
and procedures. 

All Registrar  Dean of Students 
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